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1. — Proceedings  of  the  Proi'ag.-^tion   Society. 

It  is  well  known  to  our  readers,  that  the  Incorporated  Society  for  the 
Propagation  of  the  Gospel  in  Foreign  Parts  is  possessed  of  a  consider- 
able nnniber  of  slaves,  in  the  Island  of  Barbadoes,  bequeathed  to  it  up- 
wards of  a  century  ago,  from  whose  labour  it  has  drawn  large  sums  of 
money,  but  for  whose  spiritual  interests  little  until  recently  has  been 
seriously  attempted  by  it. 

A  sermon,  on  account  of  this  Society,  has  been  annually  preached, 
since  the  beginning  of  the  eighteenth,  century,  generally  by  a  Bishop 
or  Dignitary  of  the  Church.  To  some  of  these  sermons  we  have  had 
access  ;  and,  considering  thie  discussions  which  have  lately  taken  place, 
in  reference  to  this  and  other  Societies  professedly  engaged  in  the  work 
of  evangelizing  the  Slave  po[)ulafion  in  our  Colonies,  a  few  extracts 
from  them  mav  not  be  ill-timed  * 

The  annmd  sermon,  in  1711,  was  preached  by  Bishop  Fleetwood.  In 
the  course  of  it  he  takes  occasion  to  advert  to  the  case  of  those  planters 
who  will  not  permit  their  slaves  to  be  instructed  in  the  Christian  faith, 
*' a  thing  so  common  abroad,  that  I  doubt  whether  there  be  any  excep- 
tion of  anv  people  of  ours."     He  then  proceeds  to  ask, — 

"  What  can  tliese  people  think  of  Christ?  That  He  veho  came  from  heaven,  to 
purchase  to  himself  a  chiirdi  with  his  own  precious  blood,  should  sit  contented 
and  behold  with  unconcern  tliose  who  profess  themselves  his  servants,  excluding 
from  its  gates  those  who  would  gladly  enter  if  they  might,  and  exercising  no 
less  cruelty  to  their  souls  than  to  their  bodies  !  One  may  ask,  indeed,  with  in- 
dignation, what  such  people  think  of  Christ?"  It  would  be  as  hard  for  them  to 
tell  this,  as  "  to  give  an  account  of  what  they  think  of  those  unhappy  creatures 
whom  they  use  thus  cruelly.  They  see  them  equally  the  workmanship  of  (iod 
with  themselves  ;  endued  with  the  same  faculties,  and  intellectual  powers  ; 
bodies  of  the  same  llesh  and  blood  ;  and  souls  as  certainly  immortal.  These 
people"  ''  were  bought  with  tlie  same  price ;  purchased  with  tiie  same  blood  of 
('hrist,  their  common  Saviour  and  l{ede?mer  ; — and,  in  order  to  all  this,  they 
were  to  have  the  means  of  salvation  put  into  their  hands ;  they  wen   to  be  in- 


*  Various  other  extracts  of  similar  iniijort  niiiv  be  seen  in  the  (tirisliaii  Oh 
server  for  February  Is2b,  p.  128. 
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strurtfil  in  the  faith  uf  C'lirist."'  ''  Li-t  any  uftlie.se  cruel  masters  tdl  us,  what 
part  of  all  these  blessins^s  were  not  intetnlid  for  their  unhappy  Slaves  by  (lod, 
purchased  for  them  by  tiie  bloixl  of  Chiist;  ami  which  they  are  not  ecjually  (  apable 
of  enjoyinji  with  thentselves  ' — What  account,  then,  will  these  masters  ^ive  of 
tftem.iclns,  who"  "  «ill  not  permit  their  slaves  to  be  instructed,  and  become  the 
servants  of  tht  ir  heasenly  Master;  \\  ho  bring  them,  as  it  were,  into  su'lit  of 
the  waters  ot  Lite,  and  then  vn  itlihold  them  Ironi  receiv  in<  any  beiietit  (roin  them  ' 
They  hope,  it  is  likely,  God  will  be  mercilul  to  these  unhappy  creatures,  thou>;h 
theij  will  not  be  so:  but  they  have  reason  to  fear  God  may  deny  that  men  y  to 
themselves,  which  they  deny  to  others;  and  no  man  livinj;  can  assign  a  better 
and  more  justitiable  cause,  for  Gcd's  withholding  mercy  from  a  Christian,  tiian 
that  (  hristian's  withholding  the  mercy  of  (hristianity  from  an  unbeliever." 
"  For  this  inhuman  practice,  there  are  but  two  or  three  pour  pretences."  "To  ihe 
tirst  of  tiiese,  namely,  that  should  they  sutler  their  slaves  to  be  baptized,  they 
winild  immediat'ly  become  free,  we  may  answer,  that  were  this  true,  the  mis- 
chief of  it  would  be  no  greater  in  our  Plantations  abroad  than  it  is  at  home, 
where  tht-re  is  no  such  thing  as  slavery,  but  all  our  work  is  done  by  hired  ser- 
vants ; — for  good  wages  and  good  usage  will  always  in\ite  servants,  even  to  the 
hanlest  labours.  .Vnd  if  this  would  not  turn  to  a  good  account,  it  were  better  the 
world  should  pay  mut  h  dearer  for  the  pleasures  and  conveniences  those  places 
adord,  than  purcha.se  them  so  ciieaply  at  the  expence  of  so  much  misery,  such 
cruelty  and  hard  treatment  of  men  as  good  as  oursrlves,  and  at  the  liazard  ol 
their  s<iuls  IJut  allowing  that  tiiis  would  I)e  some  imonvt-nience  to  the  Govern- 
uient,  with  respect  to  trade,  is  there  any  (juestion  whether  the  blessing  of  (iod 
upon  their  piety  and  good  designs,  in  furtherance  of  his  glory  in  the  salvation  of 
men's  souls,  would  make  an  ample  compensation  lor  all  the  inconveniences  and 
loss  it  might  sustain,  by  making  their  slaves. or  letting  them  b- made.  Christians  .' 
Kut  after  all,  what  considering  man  wciuld  run  the  hazard  of  being  under  God's 
displeasure,  by  hindering  others  from  becoming  Christians  for  all  the  jui'tit,  ho- 
nour, and  advantage  in  the  world  ?  '  "One  may  wonder  how  a  Christian  (ioNern- 
ment  can  look  upon  itself  as  unconcerned  in  this  atl'air,  and  only  consider  these 
unhappy  wretches  as  creatures  w  hich  save  the  kingd(;m  the  charge  of  transport- 
ing l.orses  and  beasts  of  carriaL'e  for  the  islands'  --ervice,  without  reflecting  on 
their  shape  and  lorm  and  intellectual  powers,  and  without  looking  up  to  (  hrist 
their  common  .^Iaster.  the  Savi(jur  and  Redeemer  of  us  all. 

"This  unconcernedness  of  the  public  it  is,  most  probably,  that  encourages  a 
great  many  private  people,  at  home  among  ourselves,  to  keep  these  Africans  in 
their  native  ignorance  and  blindness,  and  to  continue  them  intidels  in  the  midst 
of  a  Christian  kingdom.  These  people  ought  to  think  «  hat  answer  th'ey  will 
make  to  Christ,  when  He  shall  ask  them,  why  they  would  not  help  to  increase 
His  kingdom,  and  to  make  their  fellow  creatures  as  happy  as  they  hoped  them- 
selves to  be  by  being  called  by  kis  name  f  Such  questions  will  be  asked  them, 
with  severity  enough,  and  w  ill  require  a  better  answer  than,  I  fear,  the  subtillesl 
(,'hristian  in  the  world  can  make:  and,  therefore,  sure,  it  were  better  to  prevent 
them  by  removing  the  occasion." 

Let  those  who  have  conducted  the  Society's  artairs  during  a  century 
of  neglect  answer  these  questions. 

Again,  in  1714,  the  celebrated  Dean  Stanhope  thus  addressed  the 
assembled  Society  :  lie  is  speaking  of  the  negroes  : 

"  Slaves,  it  is  true  they  are,  wild  and  untaught,  exposed  to  common  sali>,  and 
wrought  like  beasts  of  burden.  "  "  Is  it  nothing  to  you  that  they  are  created  by 
the  same  God,  tormed  of  the  same  tlesh  and  bloocl,  descended  from  the  same 
common  ancestor,  endued  with  the  same  souls,  the  same  cajiacities  of  immortal 
happiness;  nay,  which  should  touch  us  more  tenderly  than  all  the  rest,  that  they 
also  are  redeemed  by  the  same  precious  ransom .'  IJirth-and  Ibrtune,  climate  and 
complexion,  barbarism  and  servitude,  are  only  circiiinstautial  dilferences,  such 
as  ought  not  to  be  made  too  great  reckoning  of,  when  the  essential  parts  continue 
the  Scune.  A  good  man  will  lind  but  too  much  ground  for  grief  and  pity,  but 
none  at  all  for  ueiilei  t,  contempt,  or  inhuman  treatment,  even  in  the  meanest 
and  must  abject  of  his  own  species."     "  He  will  lament  the  uncontrolled  usurpa- 


Biskups  Bcrkc/rif,  C/<i[i<jel/,  Sicker,  iJnniunnniL  Green.       -I  I.") 

tuin  Hiid  tyranny  of  tlir  Fiince  of  darkiu'ss ;  and  be  zealous  in  making  rcprisaN 
for  that  God,  whoso  kinder  providenrc  hath  not  lelt  him  in  the  same  forlorn  con- 
dition. And  this  is  the  true  light  to  \ie\v  these  creatures  in  ;  that  they,  l»j  irlmm 
you  subsist,  may  not  be  suffered  to  perish  ;  nor  your  salvation  be  hazarded,  by 
obstructing,  or  not  promoting  theirs,  for  whom  the  Sen  of  God  did  not  disdain 
to  shed  his  blood." 

"  With  respect  to  the  Slaves,"  said  Dean,  afterwards  Bishop,  Berkeley, 
preaching  before  the  Society  in  1731,  "  our  reformed  Planters  might  learn  from 
those  of  the  Church  of  Rome,  how  it  is  their  duty  and  interest  to  behave.  Both 
French  and  Spaniards  have  intermarried  with  Indians,  to  the  great  strengtli, 
security,  and  increase  of  their  colonies.  They  take  care  to  instruct  both  them 
and  their  negroes,  in  the  Popish  religion,  to  the  reproach  of  those  who  profess  a 
better.  They  have  also  Bishops,  and  seminaries  for  clergy  ;  and  it  is  not  found 
that  their  colonies  are  worse  subjects,  or  depend  less  on  their  mother  country  on 
that  account." 

In  a  sermon  preached,  by  Bishop  Claggelt,  befure  the  Society  in  1736, 
occurs  the  following  passaf,^e  : 

"  Nor  has  (iod  put  the  poor  negroes  into  our  power  for  no  other  end  but  that 
we  might  use  them  ill,  as  Pharaoh  did  the  children  of  Israel,  when  under  a  pre- 
tence that  he  might  be  better  served  by  them  himself,  he  would  not  suffer  them 
to  serve  at  all  the  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth  who  made  both  him  and  them. 
But  the  cause  of  the  negroes  hath  been  so  well  pleaded  by  others,  who  have 
spoken  before  me  on  this  occasion,*  that  1  do  not  think  myself  capable  of  adding 
any  thing  on  that  head." 

Our  next  quotation  shall  be  from  a  sermon  of  Bishop,  afterwards 
Archbishop,  Seeker,  preached  before  this  Society  in  1740. 

"  The  next  objects  of  the  Society's  concern  were  the  poor  negroes.  Their 
servitude  is  most  laborious,  their  punishments  most  severe.  And  thus  many 
thousands  of  them  spend  their  whole  days,  oue  generation  after  another,  under- 
going with  reluctant  minds  continual  toil  in  this  world,  and  comforted  with  no 
hopes  of  rew  ard  in  a  better.  For  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  masters,  too  com- 
monly negligent  of  Christianity  themselves,  will  take  much  pains  to  teach  it  to 
their  slaves,  whom  even  tiie  Ijetter  part  of  them  are  in  a  great  measure  habit- 
uated to  consider,  as  they  do  their  rattle,  merely  willi  a  view  to  the  profit  arising 
from  them.  Not  a  few,  therefore,  have  openly  ojjposed  their  instruction,  from 
an  imagination  that  baptism  would  entitle  them  to  freedom.  Others,  by  obliging 
them  to  work  on  Sundays  to  provide  theniselves  necessaries,  leave  them  neither 
time  to  Jearn  religion  in,  nor  any  prospect  of  being  able  to  subsist  if  once  the 
duty  of  resting  on  that  day  becomes  part  of  their  belief.  .And  some,  it  may  be 
feared,  have  been  averse  to  their  liecoming  Christians,  because,  after  that,  no 
pretence  will  remain  for  not  treating  them  like  men." 

"  If,"  said  Bishop  Drummond,  in  his  sermon  before  the  Society,  in  17,54, 
"  If  there  are  those,  who  studiously  hinder  their  slaves  from  becoming 
Christians,  Dr  who  refuse  them  the  means,  or  opportunity,  or  encouragement  to 
be  instructed  ;  we  cannot  attribute  this  hard  usage  to  any  other  principle  than 
avarice,  inhumanity,  or  irreligiou." 

The  fuUowiiig  important  passage  we  extract  from  a  sermon,  bv  Bishoi) 
Green,  preached  before  the  Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gospel," 

in  17(i8. 

"  A  great  consumjition  of  human  stock  is  acknowledged  to  be  made  by  oui 
colonies.  How  far  this  may  be  owing  to  the  hardness  of  their  fare,  or  the  seve- 
rity of  their  task-masters,  or  the  rigour  of  their  service,  it  may  be  difllcult  to 
know  ;  but  the  Sabbath,  which  to  other  mortals  is  a  respite  from  labour,  is  to 
them,  it  seems,  no  day  either  of  rest  or  of  imjjrovement.  And  will  not  he  who  is 
Lord  of  the  Sabbath  look  with  displeasure   on  such  of  his  disc  iples  as  pay  no 

*  How  is  it  that  of  late  years  vm'  ha\i'  had  so  lew  such'pkadings  ? 
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rtuard  to  his  wise  aiul  holy  iiistilutiuii  '  lltit  I'rnv  idem  <■  has  nivtii  ii.->  a  i^vour- 
able  opportunity  ot' corn-ctin:;  iii.iny  "t"  Ihi'  iMsiialtii'S  and  abuses  w  liicli  « i.- ofici, 
hear  conipUiineil  of,  and  eorrertiu'j;  thera  by  unc  of  tlie  most  natural  and  .IIjch- 
lions  means, — by  our  own  evample,  by  our  proper  mana'^ement  of  a  planiatioD 
left  to  carry  on  the  liberal  and  benevolent  views  of  this  society,  in  the  advam  <:- 
inent  of  relij^ion  and  learning.  As  men,  it  will  become  us  to  soften  the  inisi-. 
ries  and  hardships  of  that  servitude  in  which  these  poor  Africans  are  plaf.d  ; 
to  treat  tht-m  \vitl»  all  the  lenity  which  such  a  state  will  a<lnnt ;  and  thiiii;;li  wf 
profit  by  their  labour,  not  to  impose  on  them  such  hard  and  rigorous  tasks  as 
are  injurious  to  health  and  incompatible  with  any  de;;ree  of  self-<!njo',  ment. 
As  Christians,  it  will  behove  us  to  allow  such  means  of  reliu;ious  instruction  as 
are  suiteil  to  the  unimproved  state  of  their  understandinj^s,  and  to  recommtnij 
that  instruction  by  the  incitement  of  a  ^ood  example;  to  explain  to  them,  on 
every  proper  occasion,  the  sivin>;  truths  of  the  Gospel  ;  to  encourage  their  pa- 
tient continuance  in  well  doing,  by  the  gracious  assistances  it  prf)n)is(;s,  and  tin 
assurances  it  all'ords  ;  to  animate  their  hopes,  under  the  hardships  they  suli'i  r, 
with  the  prospect  not  indeed  <if  returning,  as  they  ima.:ine,  to  their  (jwti,  but 
of  being  remo\ed  to  tliat  lietter  country,  where  it  is  sai<i,  "They  who  caiiu-  out 
of  great  tribulation  shall  serve  tiod  day  and  night  in  his  temple,  shall  neilh.-r 
hunger  nor  thirst  any  more  ;  neither  shall  the  sun  light  on  liiem  ;  but  tiie  Lamb 
shall  feed  them  and  lead  them  to  fountains  of  living  water.'" 

In  a  sermon  preached  before  the  Society  by  Bishop,  ul'ierwards 
.\rchbishop  Moore,  in  1782,  we  tind  the  following  passafge : 

'•  We  make  it  our  endeavour"  (How  greatly  deceived  as  to  the  fact  was  the 
good  Archbishop  i)  "  to  mitigate  the  severities  and  hardships  of  a  slavery,  shock- 
ing toe\ery  humane  and  considi  rate  mind,  and  really  detjrading  to  our  toinmoii 
nature.  By  imparting  to  the  African  slaves  the  comfortable  truths  of  the 
Gospel,  We  teach  thera  patience  to  endure  their  hard  lot,  and  riuse  their  expec- 
tations to  the  future  glorious  liberty  of  the  sons  of  (ioil.  At  the  same  time  we 
restrain,  as  far  as  in  us  lies,  all  inhumanity  in  their  masters,  by  reminding 
thi-m,  that  they  also  have  a  Master  in  heaven.  U  e  inculcate  on  them,  from 
the  most  awful  motives,  the  indispensable  <luty  and  obligation  of  allowing  thi-ir 
wretched  lellow -creatures  leisure  and  opportunities  for  religious  instruction, 
and  particularly  of  respiting  them  from  labour  on  the  Christian  day  of  rest." 

In  a  subsequent  sermon,  however,  prea(;hed  by  the  late  Bishop 
I'orteus,  in  1783,  it  appears  that  iiothiiiij^  etl'ectual  had  even  then  been 
done,  after  about  eiixhty  years  of  possession,  to  civihze  and  christianize 
the  wretched  bondsmen  of  the  Society.  His  pi()[>osals  to  that  efiect  are 
all  future  and  prospective,  and  from  the  evidence  ;4iven  on  the  subject, 
by  the  Society's  agents  in  1789,  before  the  Privy  Council,*  and  record- 


*  The  following  are  the  main  points  in  the  evidence  of  ;Mr.  Brathwaite,  the 
Society's  agent,  and  Member  of  Council  in  Barbadoes,  given  before  the  Privy 
Council  : 

lieing  asked,  what  time  is  set  apart  for  the  slaves  to  lahnur  for  Iheiuiiclrcs  ; 
he  answers,  ''Sundays  are  always  allowed  them  for  that  purpose." — He  is 
again  asked,  whether,  on  the  estates  of  the  Society,  there  is  any  ditference  in  its 
circumstances  or  regulations,  or  in  the  management  and  treatment  of  its  slaves, 
as  compared  with  other  estates?  To  this  he  gives  no  very  direct  answer,  but  he 
says  nothing  that  indicates  any  material  dilference  in  these  respects.  He  is 
further  asked,  what  is  the  practice  respec  ting  the  marriage  of  slaves,  and  the 
regulations  respecting  it  >  His  reply  is,  '•  1  do  not  knoic"  (Remember  he  was  the 
Society's  agent,  and  yet  he  says,  /  (/"  not  kuow)  *'  that  there  is  any  religious  ce- 
remony on  the  marriage  of  negro  slaves  in  ISarbadoes.  There  is  no  law  respect- 
ing it.  They  (the  slaves;  have  often  more  than  one  wife."  "  They  sutler  much 
Irora  promiscuous  concubinage.  " 

NIr.  Brathwaite  then  pnxlnees  a  1.  tter,  addressed  to  himself,  res|)ecting  the 
Society's  estate,  by  some  person  who  appears  to  have  been  a  clergyman,  in  which 
are  the  following  expressions:  "It  is  notorious  that  polygamy  is  universally 


Evidence  hrforc  Privi/  Council  in  178'J.  417 

id  III  llif  Reliort  then  drawn  np  and  laid  in  the  following  year  on  the 
tai)lc  of  Parliament,  we  learn,  on  the  very  best  authority,  that  the 
Society's  slaves  were   still  in  a  stale  of  absolute  heathenism,  without 

practised  amonc;  them  ;"  and  what  the  writer  proposes  to  be  done  on  this  point 
is,  to  tell  the  slaves  that  polyuaniy,  though  tolerated,  was  not  approved  ;  but  that 
"  in  fact,  the  women  tliey  callid  their  wives  were  only  their  concubines,  and  that 
a  (Christian  could  have  but  our  n-if'c  at  a  time,  to  whom  he  was  bound  to  be  faith- 
ful ;  and  that  1  hoped,  in  time,  to  see  tiiem  act  accordingly,  from  their  own  convic- 
tion of  the  propriety  and  advantat;e  of  it ;  and  that  till  then  I  could  not  conse- 
••rate  the  union,  formed  between  any  negro  man  and  woman,  by  the  marriage 
rites  in  practice  among  the  white  people,  but  must  leave  them  to  the  inconve- 
niences and  intidelities  of  such  a  marriage  state  as  theirs,  depending  on  the 
temporary  caprice,  partialits,  and  prejudices  of  the  parties.  Yet  1  %vould  re- 
mark to  them,  that  i  should  insist  on  their  not  increasing  the  number  of  their 
nominal  wives,  by  taking  others,  after  baptism  and  religious  instruction,  for  then 
their  sin  of  ignorance  would  become  a  sin  of  wilful  perversene ss  ;  and,  in  like 
manner,  that  the  rising  generation,  baptized  in  their  infancy,  must  be  content 
with  ««(•  wife,  joined  to  them  u})on  Christian  principles."  It  does  not  appear 
that  even  this  miserable,  inade()uate,  and  futile  project  was  ever  acted  upon. 

In  addition  to  this  feeble  proposition  of  a  remedy  for  polygamy,  the  same 
person  enters  into  an  apologetical  vindication  of  the  practice  by  which  the  slaves 
were  employed,  on  Sunday,  in  labouring  for  themselves,  and  in  this  way,  he 
says,  "increasing  their  own  and  their  families'  domestic  comforts  in  an  honest 
way.'"  He  adds,  that  Mr.  Krathwaite,  to  whom  he  is  writing,  knows  as  well  as 
he,  "  that  the  naturcV)f  our  properties  here"  (meaning,  of  course,  slave  cultured 
estates)  "  will  not  admit  of  so  large  a  portion  of  their  time  being  taken  up  in 
teaching  Ihein  (the  slaves)  to  read,  and  advancing  them  from  the  rudiments  of 
language  to  an  adequate  knowledge  of  it."  And  then,  after  some  equally  absurd 
and  abortive  suggestions  respecting  religious  worship  and  instruction,  he  says 
'*  coulil  you  do  this,  I  suppose  you  will  have  promoted  the  cause  of  Christianity 
in  tlie  most  extensive  manner  possible." — And  as  for  the  "multitude  of  unlet- 
tered souls,  unavoidably  destined  to  hard  labour  and  servitude  "  (meaning,  of 
course,  the  slaves)  "  that  you  will  have  made  them  easier  under  their  yoke,  and, 
in  fact,  have  rendered  it  mnn  tolcrahle." 

Mi.  liratliwaite,  having  given  the"  above  letter  in  evidence,  is  afterwards 
asked  his  opinion  of  the  causes  which  impede  the  natural  increase  of  the  negroes. 
The  causes  he  assigns  are,  "  promiscuous  concubinage,"  and  "  occasional  work- 
ing the  negvoes  too  hard." — He  is  further  asked,  whether  the  slaves  or  their 
children  are  bapti/.ed  ?  He  answers,  that'he  believes  they  are  not  in  general 
baptized,  but  that  bajjtism  is  nevi-r  refused  He  adds,  "  I  do  not  know  that 
any  missionarie.s  have  been  sent  hmci"  ((roni  England)  "  to  the  island  of  Barba- 
does,  except  </  catechist  einplojrd  kd  tin-  Society's  estate,  for  the  instruction  of 
the  negroes  on  it,  in  addition  to  tlx  paruthiai  clergyman.  The  catechist  has, 
as  far  as  I  am  informed,  had  but  little  success  in  improving  the  moral  principles 
of  the  negroes,  though  they  have,  I  l)eljevc,  been  baptized." — "  As  far  as  I  am 
informed  !"  "I  believe!"     And  yet  this  witness  was  the  Society's  agent  ! 

Mr.  I'arrv,  many  years  Governor  ot  IV-trbadoes,  states,  in  his  evidence,  that 
in  King  M  illiam's  reign,  (General  Codrington  had  bequeathed  his  large  property 
in  this  island  to  the  Sociel\,  one  of  his  motives  being  "the  instruction  of  his 
negroes  in  the  (.Christian  lailli."  "The  .Society  negroes,  as  long  as  the  college 
was  kept  up,  were  baptized  ;  and  there  is  still  a  clergyman  who  is  employed  as 
catechist,"  (probably  the  writer  of  the  letter  to  Mr.  Hrathwaite,)  "  but  the  ne- 
groes on  this  plantation  "'C  neither  better  vor  u-or.st ,  in  nnij  one  rtsp(  et,  than  their 
fellows  on  the  neighbouriug  estates." 

Mr.  Steele  gives  simihir  evidc  nee.  He  observes,  that  "  it  had  been  a  rulo^ar 
iijnninn,  that  the  tine  est^'te  annexed  to  Codrington  (dllege  had  been  loinmitted 
to  that  venerable  body  (the  SocietN  j  for  some  religious  or  good  purjiose,''  but 
thtjre  do  not  now  appeyi,  he  says,  to  be  any  religiou>  institutions  for  the  benefit 
of  the  slave.s  in  Barbadoes,  nor  any  mis.sionarie>  from  llngland,  unless  the  only 
catechist  ori  the  estate  was  so  to  \^^■  considered.  He  add.s,  in  very  remarkable 
phrase,  "  Before  any  kind  of  religious  or  moral  education  tan,  to  any  elfec  tual 
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marriage,  pructisiii-jj  pulv^ainv,  aiul  liittt-rinij  ;.  ao  makrial  respccf 
from  the  state  ot"  awful  tKpiessioii  and  brutal  ^tioranee,  and  cruel 
coercion  of  the  other  slaves  around  them. — Bi>  'p  Porteus,  in  \7H'.i, 
employed  his  elotpience  in  ur-^iitiij  the  Sof-iety  thi  n  to  form,  and  di^f^est, 
and  arrange  measures,  with  a  view  to  the  great  i;^icct  of  christiani/inj^ 
the  slaves  ;  and,  though  the  time  fordoing  all  whiou  he  projx)sed,  mii^ht. 
he  feared,  "  be  at  some  distance,"  yet  ••  the  Jirst  <tq)s  towards  it,"  he 
conceived,"  might  certainly  be  taken  wiiiiout  delax. '  "'  We  may,  at  least, 
iiKjuire  more  exactly  into  the  effects  produced  b\  the  labours  of  our 
catechist  on  our  own  negroes  ;"  (the  return  to  whxh  inquiry,  six  y(.ar;> 
after,  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Brathwaite.  the  Societv";  agent,  was  nh,  ;) 
"  we  mav  send  liim  fresh  instructions  ;"  •'  from  .hese  bcrjinnuiys,  we 
may  advance,"  "  till  our  plantation  kcome  a  miMel  for  all  the  West 
Indian  islands  to  imitate."- -The  pious  Bishop  ilun  drew  a  striking 
picture  of  what  might  be  effected  among  the  ^sIiinos  by  means  of  the 
Society's  "care  to  make  their  voke  easy  and  their  burden  light,  to  civi- 
lize their  manners,  to  enlarge  their  understandings,  to  reform  their 
hearts,  and  to  open  to  them  a  prospect  in  a  Ivtter  and  a  happier 
country." 

"  .-\nd  let  us  not  be  debarred, "  he  proceeded,  "  from  this  noble  undertaking, 
by  the  apprehensions  ot"  that  additional  expense  in  wliu'h  it  may  involve  us." 
"  .Should  it  even  require  more  than  our  resources  can  supply,  we  need  be  under 
no  apprehension  of  wanting  proper  support  when  oiue  it  is  known  that  the 
civilization  and  conversion  ot"  the  nep,ro  slaves  is  to  be  hcicatter  one  ot  the  jirand 
leading  objects  of  your  pious  labours."  "  F.very  hand  w  dl  be  open  on  the  occa- 
sion ;  and  there  cannot  be  a  doubt,  but  that  the  incriM.M-  ot"  our  benelac  tions 
and  subscriptions  will  soon  gratify  our  most  sanguine  wisht-s.  It  is  imp^)S^ible 
that  the  generosity,  the  humanity,  1  will  add,  the  justice  of  the  I'.nglish  nation 
can  sutler  >if(jr /ia//"(i  »n//(on  ot  their  fiUow-i  Features  to  continui-  in  the  most 
deplorable  state  of  heathenism,  irreligion.  and  vice,  williout  giving  the  Six  icty 
every  assistance  that  may  be  necessary  to  extricate  them  nut  ot  it.  It  would  be 
glorious  to  Great  Uritaio  to  take  the  lead  in  this  benevolent  and  truly  (christian 
enterprise.  .A.nd  allow  me  to  add,  that  it  is  peculiarly  incumbent  on  the  i)eople 
of"  this  kingdom  to  exert  their  utmost  liberality  in  allevialiiig  the  miseries,  both 
temporal  and  spiritual,  of  the  wretched  Africans,  since  they  have  been,  for  many 
years,  more  largely  concerned  in  that  inhuman  merchaiuli/.e  of  men,  and  have 
imported  more  slaves  into  the  colonies,  than  any  other  iiiUion  in  Kurope.  I{y 
their  means  principally  have  many  thousands,  many  inilhous,  of  human  crea- 
tures been  torn  from  their  native  land,  from  every  blessing  that  was  valuable, 
every  connexion  that  was  dear  to  them;  and,  after  patsiiig  in  their  voyage 
through  incredible  hardsliips  and  dithculties,  ( under  vvlmh  great  numbers  of 
them  actually  perish,;  have  been  landed  in  a  country  and  among  a  peo[)le  un- 
known to  them  ;  and  without  o(Tence  or  fault  of  theirs,  have  been  doomed  to  a 
perpetual  servitude,  a  servitude  too  which  they  leave  (X\\t  only  inheritance  they 
have  to  leave)  entailed  on  their  latest  posterity.  Sureh  it  deserves  considera- 
tion again  and  again,  whether  this  cruel  havock  of  human  life  among  the  slaves 
might  not  be  prevented,  without  any  injury  to  the  islands." 

"  Let  then  our  countrymen  make  haste  to  relieve,  as  far  as  they  are  able,  the 
calamities  they  have  brought  on  so  large  a  part  of  the  human  race  ;  let  them 
endeavour  to  wipe  away  the  reproach  of  having  delivered  over  so  many  of  their 
innocent  fellow-creatures  to  a  most  heavy  temporal  bondage,  both  by  contri 
buting  to  sooth  and  alleviate  that  as  much  as  possible,  ami  by  endeavouring  to 
rescue  them  from  the  still  more  cruel  bondage  of  ignorance  and  sin." 


good  end,  be  oifered  to  the  negroes,  those  immoral  and  iiiipolitic  laws  of  this 
I olony,  which  give  a  legal  cover  and  encouragement  to  the  most  atroclou^ 
1. rimes  that  white  people  may  commit,  must  be  abrogatcil.  ' 
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These  strikin;:;  adnioiiitifms  ol'  this  excellent  Prelate  were  unheeded 
by  the  nation  and  its  gnvernnienl.  Nay,  they  were  unheeded  by  the 
Society  itself,  though  again  earnestly  pressed  on  its  attention  by  Bishop 
Warner  in  1787,  bv  Bishop  Bagot  in  1792,  by  Bishop  Prettynmn  m 
1795,  and  by  Bishop,  afterwards  Archbishop  >ianners  Sutton,  in  1797; 
as  well  as  by  many  other  preachers  during  the  intermediate  years  ; 
until,  at  length,  in  the  year  181 «,  and  not  till  then,  those ^>s<  steps  were 
taken,  those  hcghniings  were  made,  and  most  feebly  and  inadequately 
made,  which,  thirty-  two  vears  earlier.  Bishop  Porteus  had  urged  with 
so  much  eloipience  and  force,  and  which  Bishop  Fleetwood  urged,  no 
less  forcibly,  upwards  of  a  centurv  before  that  period. 

Our  last  extract  is  from  the  sermon  of  Archbishoj^  Manners  Sutton, 
wherein  he  savs, 

"  Chrislianily  hath  left  all  temporal  Erovernments  as  it  found  them,  without 
impeathment  of  any  form  or  description  -vvh^tever.  instilling  only  into  the  minds 
of  the  governors  and  governed  the  lo\e  of  order,  of  ju.-tice,  of  mercy,  of  forgive- 
ness, of  nuitual  goodwill,  of  univer-al  charity.  If  all  or  any  of  these  be  incom- 
patible with  slavery,  douhtles>  .slavery  is  iurompatihlc  vvith  the  Christian  reli- 
gion. But  surely  it  will  not  be  ar;:u<r]  b>  those  who  have  an  interest  in  the 
continuance  of  the  system,  that  tlir  shi\i  should  be  excluded  from  the  light  of 
the  Gospel,  and  the  hope  of  immortality,  through  the  merits  and  mediation  of 
our  blessed  Saviour,  lest  a  knowb dge  of  thes<  high  matters  should  tend,  in  its 
immediate  consequences,  to  ease  his  yoke  and  to  ligiiten  his  burden.  If,  how- 
ever, there  be  any  one  hardy  enough  to  ad. ance  the  argument,  I  trust  there  will 
never  be  wanting  virtue  in  thi>  rountr>  V>  draw  it  to  a  short  conclusion:  it 
cannot  be  a  question  with  Christians,  uii-ther  the  propagation  of  the  Gospel  or 
the  system  of  slavery  shall  be  preferr- d.' 

We  have  said  that  the  first  ^cniljlaiicc  of  any  thing  like  efficient 
Christian  instruction  or  di.scii)hiic.  introduced  among  the  Society's 
slaves,  was  in  the  year  18 IH,  '^itt.  r  at  least  four  or  five  generations  of 
those  slaves  must  have  passed  into  eternity.  It  now  remains  to  be  seen 
what  flic  Directors  have  done,  since  that  time,  to  repair  the  incalculable 
evils  of  (brmer  ncirleci,  and  to  raise  their  slaves  from  ignorance  and  vice, 
from  oppression,  dcLTadalion,  and  bondage,  to  civil  freedom,  and  the 
still  higher  blessings  of  CMiristiau  liberty.  Their  last  report  seems  to 
aim  at  repelling  the  attack  nia(le  on  their  proceedings  by  the  Rev.  John 
Riland,  in  the  Christian  Observer  for  lH-28,  p.  .00;  but  in  fact  it  only 
confirms  the  truth  of  his  complaint. — It  is  admitted,  by  the  agent 
of  the  Society,  that  "  no  registry  of  punishments  has  ever  been  kept  on 
the  Society's  estate."  No  check,  therefore,  can  have  existed  on  that 
agent's  arbitrary  inflictions  on  the  men,  women,  and  children,  intrusted 
to  his  superintendaiicc  An  advocate  of  the  Society,  (probably  its 
Secretary,)  had  affirmed,  in  the  most  express  terms,  (thereby  showing 
the  ignorance  at  least  which  lh(-n  prevailed  as  to  the  facts  of  the  case) 
that  labour  was  not  "  enlurced  "  by  ''the  whip,"  that  "corporal  punish- 
ment was  abolished  on  the  estate,"  that  "no  corporal  punishment  was 
allowed  on  the  estate ;"  (eryu  the  whip  was  abolished)  "  nor  had  been 
for  some  years  prdctised."  Nay,  this  gentleman  actually  slated  (as  may 
be  seen  in  the  Christian  Renitiiibrancer  for.lannary  18'28,)  "  I  do  not 
for  my  own  part  believe,  tliat  c\<tpl  to  drive  cattle,  a  whip  is  ever  em- 
ployed upon  the  estate,  either  as  excitement  or  punishment;  for  it  is," 
he  adds,  "  expressly  contrary  to  tlu-  rules  laid  down,  to  employ  any 
corporal    punishment!"     But    wh:it    is  the  statement    of  tlie   resident 
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agent  of  the  Society,  in  reply  to  an  inquiry  addressed  t(i  liim  on  ilii> 
subject,  and  recently  published  in  the  Society's  Report?  (l  is  this,  •'  F 
cannot  say  its  use,"  (viz.  that  of  the  whip) ''  has  been  entirely  abolished." 
— ''The  driver  was  compelled  to  take  it  u[)  again  for  a  short  time." — 
"  I  trust  the  lime  is  not  very  distant,"  (it  is  of  course  yet  future)  '•  when 
we  shall  find  that  the  use  of  the  whip  in  the  Jield," — (not  of  the  whip, 
merely  ;\5  an  instrument  of  punishment  for  crimes,  but  of  tiik  whip 
IS  THE  FIELD)  "  mav  be  dispensed  with  altogether."  Just  so  might 
the  most  thorough-goinij  planter,  (even  a  Mr.  Muggins  or  a  Mr.  Hodge) 
as  Mr.  lliland  well  remarks,  have  expressed  himself.* 

In  the  year  18*29,  therefore,  it  appears  that  the  Incorporated  Society 
for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gospel  has  not  yet  afforded  to  its  labourers 
the  inducement  of  wages  for  tilling  and  reaping  its  fields,  as  recom- 
mended by  Bishop  Fleetwood,  nearly  one  hundred  and  twenty  years  ago; 
but  still  avows,  after  such  a  length  of  possession,  that  "  the  use  of  the 
whip  in  thejield"  has  not  yet  "  been  dispensed  with  !  " 


We  had  reached  this  point  of  our  progress,  when  the  kindness  of  a 
friend  placed  in  our  hands  a  condensed  statement  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  Society  since  1818,  issuing  from  the  Society  itself,  and  printed 
expressly  for  the  satisfaction  of  all  "who  take  an  interest  in  the  spiritual 
and  temporal  welfare  of  the  negroes  on  the  Codriugton  Plantations;"  in 
other  words,  for  its  own  vindication.  This  statement,  while  it  calls  for 
no  alteration  in  what  we  have  already  written,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
serves  to  conHrm  it,  will  lead  us  considerably  to  enlarge  our  observa- 
tions. 

On  perusing  this  important  and  interesting  document,  the  first  point 
wliich  has  fixed  our  attention  is  the  medium  through  which  alone  the 
Society  seems  to  obtain  its  information  respecting  the  state  and  condition 
of  its  slaves.  It  is  chiefly  through  the  Rev.  I.  H.  Pinder,  the  chaplain, 
and  Mr.  Forster  Clarke,  the  attorney,  or  agricultural  agent  of  the 
estates.  We  do  not  intend  to  say  one  word  to  derogate  from  I  he 
respectability  of  these  gentlemen  ;  but,  unless  we  are  greatly  misin- 
formed, Mr.  Pinder  is  a  native  of  Barbadoes,  who  has  been  familiarized 
to  the  sight  and  inmiediate  contact  of  slavery  from  infancy,  and  who  is 
himself  a  holder  of  slaves,  either  in  possession  or  reversion;  and  Mr. 
Clarke  has  risen  through  all  the  different  grades  of  plantership, 
from  that  of  an  overseeer  following  with  a  cowskin  the  negro  gang 
in  the  field ;  and  then  of  a  manager  directing  and  coercing  the  la- 
bours of  all  the  slaves  on  the  estate,  and  arbitrarily  administering  its 
whole  economical  and  punitive  discipline;  to  that  of  an  attorney  or 
agricultural  agent,  with  the  power  of  appointing  the  manager  and  con- 
troling  his  operations.  Now  we  greatly  question  whether  it  is  by  the 
hands  of  men  thus  educated  that  the  Society  ought  to  act,  or  through 
the  eyes  of  such  men  that  it  ought  to  see,  or  by  the  ideas  of  such  men 
that  its  judgment  ought  to  be  regulated.  On  the  contrary  we  are  appre- 
hensive, that  while  the  Society  relies  on  information  derived  from  such 
sources,  it  cannot  fail  to  be  both  the  victim  and  unwitting  instrument  of 

•  See  Christian  Observer  for  January  1S2*.»,  p.  34. 
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much  delusion.  And  we  say  this  (without  meaning  in  the  very  elighteat 
degree  to  impeach  the  upright  intentions  of  either  gentleman,)  from  a 
knowledge  of  the  unavoidable  effects  on  their  feelings  and  judgment  of 
the  circumstances  in  which  its  informants  have  been  placed.  To  this 
fruitful  source  of  error  we  shall  have  occasion  hereafter  to  advert.* 

It  is  now  frankly  stated  by  the  Society  itself,  that  "  the  slaves  on 
these  estates  were  never  provided  with  any  regular  system  of  religious 
teaching  until  the  year  1818."  p.  7.  Let  us  look  at  the  nature  of  this 
teaching,  and  at  what  the  Society  is  actually  doing  for  its  slaves  in  the 
way  of  school  instruction. — In  the  first  place,  such  instruction  is  made, 
by  an  express  regulation,  to  exclude  "  writing  and  arithmetic,"  p.  5. 
And  why  does  it  exclude  them  ?  Is  it  for  any  reason  but  the  participa- 
tion of  the  Society's  agents  in  Barbadian  prejudices,  and  the  unwar- 
rantable deference  of  the  Society  to  those  prejudices?  Besides  this  the 
attendance  of  children  at  school  is  restricted  to  those  who  are  under  ten 
years  of  age.  Till  ten,  but  no  longer,  may  they  be  taught  reading  for 
four  hours  in  each  day.  In  consequence  of  this  unaccountable  restric- 
tion we  presume  it  is  that  the  very  highest  form  can  read  only  in  the 
New  Testament  or  the  Psalter  ;  (p.  18  and  24,)  and  as  children  quit  the 
reading  school  with  only  this  degree  of  proficiency,  we  may  conjecture 
of  how  little  use  such  instruction  must  be  to  them  in  future  life.  But 
on  what  ground  does  the  Society  restrict  instruction  in  letters  to  children 
under  ten  years,  excluding  all  above  that  age,  and  even  the  adult  popula- 
tion on  its  estates,  from  acquiring  the  capacity  to  read  the  word  of  God  ? 
The  murdered  missionary.  Smith,  contrived  to  teach  manv  of  the  adult 
Slaves  in  his  congregation  at  Demerara  to  read  their  Bibles,  (Reporter, 
No.-  41,  p.  326.)  The  Missionary  Wray,  of  Berbice,  has  been  equally 
successful  with  the  Crown  slaves  in  that  colony  ;  and  even  in  Barbadoes 
itself  some  of  the  adult  slaves  in  Mr.  Harte's  cong:reg:ation  have  contrived 


•  Nothin;^  can  more  strikinf^ly  shew  the  state  of  their  minds  than  some  of  the 
instances  tiiey  exliibit  ot  the  libcralitij  of  tlie  Society's  treatment.     (See  p.  9.) 

1.  Drau^,.ils  of  water  arc  supplied  tu  the  slaves  at  work  in  the  field  !  Can  we 
imagine  ihcm  at  work,  under  a  tropical  sun,  vitliuut  access  to  this  boasted  boon 
of  a  draught  of  water  I  And  yet  the  Creole  agents  well  knew  what  an  indul- 
jcence  even  a  cup  of  cold  water  was.  They  had  doubtless  seen  gangs  toiling 
for  many  a  burnini;  hmir  without  even  one  drop  of  water  to  cool  their  tongues. 

2.  Sticn  puni.sliiuents  are  rarehj  inflicted  !  A\  hat  M  est  Indian  ever  admitted 
that  srrrrity  uas  nftdi  exercised  by  him? 

3.  .Mothers  having  three  living  children,  have  every  Saturday  afternoon  allot- 
ted to  them  '  —  In  the  Society's  Report  of  1711 — 1713,  we  are  told  that  an  order 
had  been  sent  out,  "  that  the  negroes  should  have  liberty  on  Saturdays  in  the 
afternoon  to  work  for  themselves,  that  they  may  have  time  to  attend  instruction 
on  the  Lord's  day."  This  order  was  probably  never  executed  ;  but  still  what  a 
retrograd.itioii  of  jiurpose  and  intention  does  it  indicate  !  In  IS^'J,  we  have  the 
Society  Iri'iiling  itself  lor  pernntting  mothers  having  three  livin?  children,  (ten 
or  twelve  indiMduals  at  most,)  to  enjoy  the  same  indulgence  which  in  ancient 
times  was  ordered  to  be  gi\en  to  the  ncf^roefi,  that  is,  the  negroes  generally. 

4.  Erenj  mother  having  eight  cmi.DRtN  alive,  has  the  undisputed  enjoyment 
of  Thursday! — that  is,  of  one  day  in  the  week,  to  look  after  and  care  for  eight 
children  !  Why,  many  West  Indian  codes  exempt  entirely  from  labour  mother* 
baMii;;  six'  IJesides,  is  there  not  a  fallacy  in  the  word  Erery '  How  many 
inoilier.-,  h.uing  liicht  children  alive,  are  to  be  tound  on  these  estates?  Ii  tliere 
uni ,  ur  are  there   lif)  ' 
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to  obtain, yVom  their  own  resources,  a  knowledt^e  of  letters,  (ih.  p.  .T2.'>). 
And  vet,  bv  a  rei^nlatiun  which  the  Sooiety  tor  propa^^ating  lliu  Gospel 
sanctions,  nearly  .iOO  Creole  slaves  born  in  Barbadoes,  therefore  tiative 
born  subjects  of  the  king,  nurtured  in  the  very  domicile  of  the  Society 
itSL'lf,  are  doomed  to  exclusion  from  all  instruction  in  readin<j,  because 
they  have  passed  the  age  of  Ten.  Can  the  Society  possibly  continue  to 
uphold  so  indefensible  a  rei,^ulation  ?  We  are  told  (p.  8,>  that  '"the  de- 
sire of  the  slaves  for  instruction  is  manifest."  Why  is  that  de>ire  thus 
repressed  by  those  who  ought,  nay,  who  are  bound  to  satisfy  if* 

We  are  further  told  that  it  is  one  of  the  ruh-s  of  the  Society,  adoptcfl, 
it  should  seem,  for  the  tirst  time  in  1818,  ''  that  marriage  be  encomaLM d 
among  the  slaves;"  (p.  (>,)  and  yet  it  is  slated,  (p.  8,)  that  "there  is  but 
ONE  instance  of  marriage  among  them  legally  performed."     Here,  how- 
ever, what  we  most  of  all  admire  is  the  elaborate  apology  of  the  Chap- 
lain of   the   Society  for  the  absence  of  the   marriage  tie   among    its 
slaves,  and  the  Society's  most  unaccountable  adoption  of  that  apology. 
The  Chaplain,  indeed,  tells  us  that  he  ardently  looks  forward  to  the  in- 
fluence of  religion  in  "  putting  an  end  to  [)olv£:amy,  and  in  pro'notiiiga 
desire  and  suitable  reverence  for  this  hallowed  band."     Yet  he  argue** 
that  their  present  connexions  are  not  to  be  regarded  in   the  liirht  of 
promiscuois  concubinage;   fnstances  of  fidelity  ("connubial    Hdelity" 
he  calls  it  bv  a  strangle  misnomer)  being  to  be  met  with,  though  in  other 
cases  it  is  too  frequentiv  violated.     Again,  at  p.  19,  the  Society  ediries 
the  public  with  reprinting   its  Chaplain's  farther  apology  for  the  pre- 
vailing polygamy  and  concubinage.     Though  there  is  no  marriage,  he 
savs,  the  husband  considers  those  he  lives  with  as  his  wives.     "  National 
habits,"  he  adds,  "  are  not  changed  in  a  day." — (The  day  to  the  Society 
has  been  a  long  one — upwards  of  \20  years.)     But  "when  Chrisliaa 
instruction  has  had  loncrer  time"  (how  much  longer  ?)  "  to  operate,"  then 
we  mav  look  forward  with  hope  to  the  slaves  marrying,  and  polygamy 
vanishing. — Can  it  be  by  a  society  comprehending  all  the  Archbishops 
and  Bishops  of  England  that  currency  is  given  to  such  views  as  these  ^ 
Thedetence  seems  quite  as  good  in  principle  for  concubinage  in  one  part 
of  the  empire  as  in  another,  in  England- as  in  Barbadoes.     Eesi<les,  the 
Chaplain  mistakes  the  very  nature  of  marriage.   He  forgets  that  it  is  a  civil, 
as  well  as  a  religious  institution,  and  that  not  only  Christians,  but  hea- 
thens and  infidels  marry,  and  are  bound  by  the  laws  atiecting  marriage. 
It  is  the  law  which  prescribes  what  shall  be  its  form,  and  its  rights,  and 
its  obligations.     But  the  Chaplain  of  the  Society  (and  the  Society  seems 
to  accredit  his  views  by  circulating  them  in  this  defence  of  its  own 
conduct)  seems  to  think,  that  the  slaves  should,  at  least,  continue  to 
live  in  concubinage  and  polygamy  until  his  labours  shall  have  made 
them  Christians;   making  little  or  no  account  of  the  ditierence  between 
an  union  sanctioned  by  latv,  and  so  legitimatizing  its  otisprins:,  and  such 
a  casual  union  as  no  more  binds  the  subjects  of  it  to  each  other,  than  it 
binds  the  beasts  of  the  stall.     We  are  lost  in  amazement  on   reading 
such  things. — When  the  Maroons  of  Jamaica  were  removed  to  Sierra 
Leone  in  the  year  1800,  ihey  had  lived  in  polygamy  and  concubinage 
like  the  slaves  of  this  Society.     They  were  given  to  understand  that 
such  modes  of  life  were  uniawjul,  and  could  no  longer  be  tolerated  ;  and 


The  Propagntiu)/  Society's  Slatemenl  considered.  423 

•and  they  at  once  agreed  in  future  to  abandon  them.  Now  what  has  the 
Society  done  to  put  an  end  to  this  flagrant  evil  in  its  own  family,  among 
its  own  servants,  persons  actually  born  in  its  own  house  i'  Would  the 
Governors  of  this  Society,  our  Archbishops  and  Bishops,  permit  their 
male  and  female  domestics  to  cohabit  together  without  the  sanction  of 
marriage,  merely  because  they  had  been  previously  uninstructed,  in  the 
hope  that  in  time  their  Lordships'  chaplains  might  succeed  in  convinc- 
ing them  of  the  impropriety  of  the  practice  ?  We  suspect  too  that  this 
state  of  illicit  cohabitation  is  made  no  bar  to  the  admission  of  persons 
to  the  sacrament  of  the  Lord's  supper,  there  being  on  the  estate  only  one 
marriage  of  slaves,  and  the  number  of  communicants,  "  slave  and  free," 
being  seventeen  (p.  19);  a  number  of  communicants  it  must  be  allowed 
sufficiently  small,  at  the  end  of  more  than  120  years,  even  if  all  of  them 
were  slaves. 

At  p.  7  it  is  implied  that  the  want  of  funds  prevented  any  regular 
means  of  religious  instruction  being  provided  for  their  slaves  until  1818. 
Yet  the  Society  had  alwavs  been  in  the  receipt  and  expenditure  of  con- 
siderable funds,  a  part  derived  from  the  labours  of  these  very  slaves. 
What  stronger  clami  could  exist  on  those  funds,  whether  derived  from 
that  source  or  from  public  or  private  contributions,  than  was  preferred 
by  the  spiritual  destitution  of  the  slaves  themselves? 

The  most  imjjortant  portion  of  the  Society's  statement  consists  of  a 
letter  from  Mr.  Cldrke,  the  agricultural  agent,  dated  in  May  last,  and 
evidently  intended  as  a  reply  to  the  inquiries  addressed,  a  few  months 
before,  to  the  Society,  by  Mr.  Riland.  The  most  material  part,  however, 
of  Mr.  Clarke's  information  is  wholly  omitted ;  we  mean  his  "  list  of 
the  slaves,  and  the  employment  of  each,  with  their  respective  ages  and 
colours."  (p.  2(),  &c.) 

Mr.  Clarke's  account  of  the  genera!  treatment  of  the  slaves,  as  well 
as  that  of  Mr.  Pinder,  (p.  9,)  does  not  differ  materially,  from  that 
which  West  Indian  planters  arc  in  the  habit  of  giving  as  to  the  general 
style  of  their  treatment.  We  believe  it,  however,  to  be  much  more 
correct  than  theirs  usually  is ;  and  its  greater  correctness  is  proved  by 
the  comparative  increase  of  the  slaves  on  these  estates.  The  descrip- 
tions which  come  to  us,  from  Demerara  and  Jamaica,  are  quite  as 
favourable  to  the  humanity  of  the  proprietors  as  those  of  ]  '•■.  Clarke 
and  Mr.  Pinder  ;  but  the  results  would  indicate  that  there  was  much 
more  of  truth  in  the  latter.  xMr.  Clarke  has  not  enabled  us  to  ascertain 
the  rate  of  increase  ;  but  it  appears,  as  far  as  we  can  form  an  opinion, 
to  be  about  1|  per  cent,  per  annum,  while  the  amount  of  decrease,  even 
on  Lord  Seaford's  estates  in  Jamaica,  is  1|  per  cent.;  in  Demerara, 
upwards  of  2  per  cent.;  and  in  Trinidad  nearly  3  per  cent.  But  still 
the  rate  of  increase  which  appears  to  take  place  among  the  Society's 
bondsmen,  tails  much  below  that  both  of  the  slaves  in  the  Bahamas  and 
the  United  Slates,  and  of  the  free  population  in  Jamaica  and  ihe  oXhcj 
colonies.  And  some  of  the  causes  of  this  inferiority,  notwithstanding 
any  comparative  mildness  of  treatment,  are  [Kirfectly  appaient— To 
sav  nothing  of  the  licentious  habits  of  polygamists  anrl  c-jucubinist-;, 
for  one  thii^d  of  the  year,  it  is  admitted,  (p,  26.)  that  the  labour  of  tlu- 
slaves  is  protractedtVom  five  in  the  morning  till  eight  or  nine-  o'clock 
al  nicfht  ;— and  we  luav  assume  that  Mr.  Clarke  gives  u-  the  ha-t  unf'.- 
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vourahle  view  of  his  own  exactions.  But  what  must  the  etVect  be  of 
such  continuity  of  hibour  in  such  a  clinuite,  exacted  too,  be  it  remem- 
bered, under  the  compulsion  of  the  whip  ur  of  confinement  in  the 
stocks  ' — A'zain,  no  re^istrv  of  punishments  is  kept  on  the  estate,  thoui^h 
these  punishments  are  LTenerally  iriHicted,  not  by  order  even  of  Mr. 
Clarke,  but  at  the  will  of  the  resident  mana<;er,  Mr.  Hinkson.  Now 
that  these  punishments  have  been  feiv  and  light,  we  must  take  on  the 
bare  assertion  of  men  habituated,  throui^h  life,  to  the  whip  and  the 
stocks,  and  from  whom  we  mig'ht  probably  torm  a  very  different  esti- 
mate on  the  subject,  if  we  had  the  record  book  before  us.  But  surely 
the  want  of  such  a  record  is  quite  inexcusable,  after  the  distinct  enun- 
ciation of  the  wishes  of  Government  on  that  subject  in  18"2>'}.  Mr.  Clarke 
and  the  Society  could  not  be  i2:norant  that  such  a  record  was  recpiired, 
or  that  importance  was  attached  to  it  by  the  Oovernment,  and  by 
all  who  know  anv  thin'^  of  West  Indian  discipline.  And  yet,  after  a 
lapse  of  five  years,  even  this  simple  measure  of  reform,  this  slii;hl  check 
on  the  despotic  power  of  the  manasrer,  has  not  been  adojtted  either  bv  the 
Society  or  its  agent.  We  cannot,  therefore,  admit,  on  such  authority  as 
is  now  before  us,  that  on  the  Society's  estates  punishments  have  been 
either  rare  ot  light.  Rare  or  light  they  may  be,  as  compared  with  many 
other  sugar  plantations ;  but  that  they  are  rare  or  light  as  compared 
with  what  occurs  in  anv  Enirlish  village  of  400  inhabitants,  or  in  any 
village  of  free  labourers  within  the  British  dominions,  we  must  liave 
some  better  evidence  than  the  loose  assurances  of  men  who  have  breath- 
ed from  infancv  the  very  atmosphere  of  slavery,  and  who  have  been  fa- 
miliarized to  the  very  manipulation  of  all  its  loathsome  and  disgusting, 
and  heart-hardening  accom[)animents. 

But  the  whip  in  the  field  !  The  driver  and  manager,  who  it  seemed 
had  been  ordered  to  lav  it  aside,  represented  to  Mr.  Clarke,  (and  Mr. 
Clarke,  good  easy  man,  admitted  their  plea,)  that  the  wan  t  of  it  was  attend- 
ed with  great  inconvenience,  and  with  loss  of  labour.  The  human  cattle 
had  begun  to  move  slowly  and  sluggishly,  on  the  whip  being  re- 
moved from  sight  and  hearing,  and  it  was  therefore  resumed  to  quicken 
their  movements.  The  crimes  which  required  it,  and  we  are  told  they 
are  "  thq  common  offences  of  the  field,"  were  "  idleness,  insolence,  and 
insubordination." — For  these  crimes  the  men  and  women  living  on  the 
Society's  estates,  and  toiling  for  the  Society's  henefit  from  day  to  day, 
and  all  dav  Ions:,  without  wages,  were  punishable,  and  were  punished,  in 
the  year  1828,  by  the  whip,  or  by  confinement  ''  for  one,  two,  or  more 
days  or  weeks,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  offence  ;"  and  all  this  at 
the  sole  pleasure  of  a  Mr.  Hinkson,  who  renders  no  account  to  the 
Society,  because  he  keeps  none,  either  of  the  lashes  he  ii)Hicts,or  of  the 
hours  and  days  of  imprisonment  he  awards.  And  these  punishments, 
be  it  remembered,  are  indicted  by  his  arbitrary  mandate,  not  in  ge- 
ne-al  for  any  thing  that  we  should  call  crime,  or  punish  as  such  here, 
but  for  idleness,  for  loitering,  for  saucy  language,  und  for  what  is  called 
"  neglect  of  business."* 

•  The  system  of  coercion  extends  beyond  the  mere  work  of  the  field.  It  is 
fmployed  to  enforce  attendance  Ht  church  on  Sunday,  (p.  7,  and  1.1.)  Those 
who  do  not  attend  church  on  Sunday  are   condemned   to    labour  (  hitrj  labour 
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Ami  is  this  to  continue  '  Is  the  Society  to  go  on  exacting  their  un- 
compensated toil  from  these  poor  creatures  by  means  of  stocks  and 
stripes?  Are  they  not  entitled  at  least  to  ivagcs,  if  not  to  liberty,  at 
the  hands  of  this  Christian  corporation  ?  They  are  fed,  we  shall  be  told, 
and  clothed,  and  lodged.  So  are  the  horses  of  every  Governor  of  the 
Society  ;  but  like  those  horses  they  are  driven  to  their  labour.  They 
can  remit  it  in  no  case  at  their  own  choice,  even  for  an  hour,  without 
the  hazard  of  bodily  suffering.  The  base  passion  of  fear,  therefore,  is 
the  only  spring  of  action  which  is  called  into  exercise. 

The  power  of  self-enfranchisement,  however,  is  a  boon  which  the  Society 
sec•m!^  never  to  have  thought  of  extending  to  its  slaves. — About  six  years 
ago  three  of  them  redeemed  themselves  by  purchase,  and  a  father  is  now 
about  to  be  allowed  to  buy  the  freedom  of  two  of  his  daughters  ; — and 
the  price  of  the  redemption  of  these  five  poor  creatures, — the  long 
savings,  doubtless,  of  many  a  painful  fragment  of  time,  rescued  from  the 
Society's  constrained  servitude — is  unscrupulously  extorted  from  them, 
to  swell  the  general  funds  of  the  corporation.  We  should  like  to  know 
Its  amount. — The  remarks  of  Mr.  Clarke,  on  this  subject,  (p.  28,)  are  in 
the  true  style  of  Creolian  prejudice,  but  we  need  not  enter  upon  them. 
As  for  the  Society,  it  has  evidently  bestowed  no  serious  consideration  on 
the  subject.  It  continues  lo  grasp  these  human  chattels,  "  the  stock 
of  the  estate,"' as  the  Society  scruples  not  to  call  them,  (p.  \1 ,)  as  firmly 
as  any  planter  in  Barbadoes ;  and  even  the  Christian  children,  born 
from  year  to  year  under  its  roof,  conlmue  doomed,  as  far  as  any  thing 
has  yet  been  done  by  it,  to  bear,  in  perpetuity,  the  brutalizing  yoke  of 
slavery,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  replenishing  the  Society's  coffers. 

Our  view  of  the  etlects  of  the  abolition  of  Sunday  markets  in  Bar- 
badoes, boasted  of  so  highly  by  the  Society  for  the  Conversion  of  Slaves, 
(See  Reporter,  No.  41,  p.  321,  &c.)  is  incidentally,  but  most  fully  con- 
firnied  in  this  statement.  The  Chaplain  says,  (p.  24,)  that  he  is  confident, 
"  the  Society  will  be  gratified  to  learn  that  its  slaves  will  feel  no  incomw- 
nicncc  from  the  abolition  of  the  Sunday  market,  as  it  affects  the  sale  of  their 
provisions.  &c.  as  Mr.  Clarke  has  determined  to  allow  all  the  labouring 
slaves  on  the  p'antation  every  alternate  Saturday,  as  a  day  for  going  to 
market,  which  will  bo  an  increase  of  comfort  to  them,  and  render  the 
abolition  of  the  Sundav  market  a  benefit  even  in  a  worldly  point  of 
view."  To  those  then  who  are  not  thus  favoured,  it  is  not  "  a  benefit," 
but  "  an  inconvenience;"  and  in  jreneral  they  are  not  so  favoured.* 


bcina  in  tliis  countrj  our  puni>hmcnt  for  great  crimes)  on  the  following  Satur- 
day afternoon,  while  those  who  do  attend  are  exempt  from  it.  'J'his,  it  must 
be  adniittrd,  is  rather  a  compulsory  kind  of  worship. — How  very  extraordinary 
It  is  that  the  agent.s  ot  these  (states  should  feel  themselves  at  liberty  thus  to 
comjiil  the  slaves  to  attend  divine  worship,  and  yet  should  have  been  able  to 
discovt-r  no  means  of  enforcing  the  decency  of  connubial  unions  among  them  " 

•  Hut,  in  truth,  it  is  a  farce  to  rail  the  Barbadoes  law  an  abolition  of  Sunday 
markets.  These  now  exist,  by  law,  from  tive  to  nine  on  Sunday  morning.  In  the 
n<'\\  spapcr  of  that  island,  called  the  I^arbadian,  of  the  Kith  Deoinher  last,  is  the 
(ollouing  editorial  para^rraph.  "  We  look  anxiously  for  the  day  when  our 
market-house  will  be  clos.  d  Ih,  nhnU  of  the  Lord's  day.  A\  hen  shall  we  get 
rid  of  the  traflickiiig  and  slaugbttring,  the  noise  and  uproar,  the  cursing  an<I 
swearing,  which,  trorn  the  dawn  of  day  till  nine  o'clock  on  Sundays,  are  so  dis- 
gusting, and  are  too  disgraceful  to  be  much  longer  tolerated,  we  trust,  in  this 
Christian  laoil." — Christian  land  indeed  ' 
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iiidetd,  discovers  that  such  is  tho   fLtjlmLC  of  (iintruHt  <  iii'  rinn.  <l  1  %  • ».« 

skives,   that  ihouijh  a  sin_^lf  faniilv  has  oktkn  Ix'«*ii  kiiDwn  ii.   r 

£•20  or  £30  for  its  crop,  whatever  morn  y  it  may  lay  up  is  "  .  rr-  r.  v 
concealed  from  the  kjiowtedffc  qf'ownrrs  and  ot:irs(trs,"  (p.  J-'.i  M"W 
then  has  Mr.  Clarke  acipiired  his  knowledge  of  their  laru'e  t-ariim^'» 
Aiul  what  en(!oura'jjeinent  has  he  jjiven  to  these  poor  thralls  to  |il.i<< 
those  earninj^s  in  safe  deposit  until  they  shall  acenmulate  to  the  v  ilu.' 
of  their  redemption,  which,  in  Barbadoes,  on  th(!  averaj^e,  does  not  in-** 
exceed  £-28  sterling^  (see  Reporter,  No.  19,  p.  2«'2,  &c.)  S..  th..i.  it 
the  statement  be  true,  that  families  are  otTis  receiving  £20  <.r  1  !•• 
for  a  crop,  that  is  from  £14  to  £21  sterling,  redemptions  mi-hi  I"' 
continually  occurring. 

But,  before  we  close  our  remarks,  we  are  anxious  it  should   not  I"' 
supposed   that,  in  making;  them,  we  are  actuated  by  any   unlrimdly 
feelings  towards  the  venerable  Society  for  propagating  the  f'Kjspel.      1 1 
our  obligations  to  the  great  cause  we  have  undertaken  would  have  per- 
milled  us  to  be  silent  with  respect  to  its  proceedings,  we  should  have 
felt  ourselves  relieved  from  a  very  painful  responsibility.      Bui  it  would 
have  been  actual  treason  to  that  cause  to  have  passed  so  influential  an 
example  wholly  overlooked.      Indeed,  having  found  it  to  be  our  duly 
fearlessly  to  arraign  as  criminal  llie  principle  and  whole  system  ot  col" 
nial  bondage,  as  well  as  the  conduct  of  many  of  those  who  administ(  1 
it,  it  would  have  laid  us  justly  open  to  the  imputation  of  moral  cowar- 
•lice,  and  of  the  most  repreiiensible  ))artiality,  had  we  shrunk  from   a 
frank  and  full  statement  of  our  views,  not  only  of  this  Society's  pro- 
ceedino-s,  but  of  its  present  attempt  to  vindicate  them.     In  proportion 
as  its  Directors  stand  high  in  public  estimation  and  in  public  confi 
dence,  is  it   important  tliat  we  should  not  allow  them  unwittingly  to 
lend  their  sanction  to  principles  and  practices  which  we  have  uiufornily 
denounced,  and  must  conimue  to  denounce,  as  opposed  to  the  [>laine><t 
maxims  of  humanity  and  justice,  and  as  altogether  incompatil)le  with 
the  spirit  and  the  i^recepts  of  the  Gospel.     In  the  case  of  private  indi 
viduals  there  is   at  lea^l  one  [>alliative  plea,  however  weak  it  may  be  in 
Itself,  which  they  may  advaiu  e.  Considerations  of  self-interest  naturally 
make  them  averse  to  relorni'-.  however  salutary,  which  they  may  think 
threaten  to  afiect  their  pn.pi  rty.     But  in  the  case  of  the  Society  there 
is  not  even  this  excuse  for  niaiiitaming,  for  a  single  day,  any  prii 
or  any  practice  which   Chii>tianity,  or  even  humanit 
very  willingly  and  gladly  a<liiiit.ihat  on  the  Socjet^V^states  the  oppre)^ 
sions  of  the  system  are  n«it  -<<  d»2»«hfuL*<tnrrnost  other  sugar  planta- 
tions ;   though,  even   \\K^ur^,ji'''''^f^''i^*i^i  of  po\)uhuou  is  much  slower 
than  amoni;  theJ+re-TTTack^    md  '  (-loured  classes   in  our  island.^,  or 
among  the  sla>i<'s  either  in  th.   Bahnmas  or  in  the  United  States.     But 
if  the  posiu<^  phv^ical  oppr. -•«i<'ns.  the  Over-working  and  the  under- 
feeding, J<Mvhich  the  Society's  -laves,  m  common  wtth  all  around  them, 
werei^  suojected,  have,  (as  ue  arc  happy  to  believe  they  have,)  dimi- 
msl^diirtheiriniensity.  so  .<s  to  .idinil  nr.w  of  an  increase,  still  we  maintaif/ 
that  the  Society"^  .bve«  contm-;.   to  indicate  the  pressure  of  their  iK^nd- 
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n<re  in  ihecompnrative  slowness  of  that  increase.  But  even  if  this  were 
otherwise;  if  the  Society's  slaves  increased  as  fast  as  the  Maroons  in 
Jamaica,  or  the  free  blacks  in  Trinidad,  or  the  slaves  in  the  Bahamas 
and  the  United  States,  still  such  a  result  would  not  deliver  this  Chris- 
tian Society  from  the  just  rebuke  of  having  maintained,  for  upwards  of 
120  years,  and  of  still  maintaininc:,  a  most  unchristian  position.  Surely 
there  is  something;  very  inconc!;ruous  and  revolting,  to  say  the  least,  in 
the  contemplation  of  a  Society  formed  for  evangelizing  the  heathen, 
which  draws  a  part  of  its  resources  from  the  coerced  services  of  slaves, 
driven  to  their  labour  by  the  whip  and  the  stocks,  and  held  bv  it  as 
chattels  of  sale  and  of  inheritance.  Can  we  imagine  the  holy  evangelist 
Paul,  or  the  collesre  of  Apostles  at  Jerusalem,  defraying  the  cost  of  their 
Asiatic  missions,  for  example,  by  means  of  lunds  drawn  from  a  planta- 
tion in  Crete,  growing  corn  for  the  Roman  market,  and  worked  by 
slaves  subject  to  the  lash,  and  who,  instead  of  being  treated  as  the 
children  of  the  same  great  Creator,  and  the  fellow-heirs  of  the  same 
blessings  of  redemption,  were  degraded  in  their  civil  and  social  capa- 
■r-ities  nearly  to  a  level  with  the  beasts  that  perish  ?  And  wherein  does 
the  parallel  fail,  excepting  to  the  disadvantage  of  a  Society  existing  in 
our  own  free  and  happv  land,  in  this  free  and  more  enliglitened  age? 
Is  it  possible  for  us  to  raise  our  voice  against  the  national  sin  of  colo- 
nial slavery,  and  yet  forbear  from  calling  on  the  members  of  such  a  So- 
ciety to  wash  their  hands  from  its  guilt  ?  We  should  probably,  how- 
ever, have  called  upon  them  much  less  effectually  had  we  failed  to 
expose  the  true  nature  of  the  case,  that  they  may  see  and  feel  its  whole 
inifjuity.  And  we  would  say,  in  conclusion,  that  if  they  have  had  cause 
to  regret  the  want  of  public  support,  is  not  this  to  be  in  some  measure 
attributed  to  the  existence  of  this  plague  spot,  which  causes  many  good 
and  conscientious  persons  to  shrink  from  their  counsel  and  contact  ? 
And  may  not  the  public  approbation,  and  what  is  far  more  important, 
the  Divine  favour  be  more  confidently  implored,  and  more  certainly 
antici|)at(d,  when  they  shall  have  resolved  no  longer  to  pursue  their 
present  dibious  course,  bui  wholly  to  purge  themselves  from  this  foul 
stain.  Thus  in;.y  they  make  some  reparation  for  the  past,  and  hold  out 
a  si::nal  e.vanij.le  of"  beneficial  influ<.ncc  on  the  future  temporal  and 
spiritual  destinies  of  hundreds  of  thousands  of  their  fellow-creatures. 


i.— Tni.  WiST  India  CoMMnrF.K,  and  its   Mircenariks  of  the 

PrKSS,   I'AUTICILARLV    M  l{ .    FkaNKIIN,    M  R.  M  A  C  QUl.l,  N  ,  &C. 

It  appears  bv  the  Postscrijit  to  the  Royal  Ga/ette  of  Jamaica  of  the 
'iQth  November  last,  that  on  the  2.;th  of  that  month  a  pt;titifjn  had  been 
})resented  to  the  House  of  Assembly  on  behalf  of  one  .James  Franklin, 
formerly  of  Kmgston,  in  that  island,  but  now  of  (Ircal  Britain,  setting 
forth  "That  the  Petitioner,  having  had  consuhtrablc  intercourse  with 
St.  Domingo  or  Havti,  was  sfdiciied  by  theWc^t  India  body  in  London 
to  publish  a  faithful  description  of  that  country  ;  'I'hat  the  |)i  titioner, 
under  the  assurance  of  receiving  fr(jm  that  body  the  most  liberal  en- 
couragement and   support,  did  ext'Ulc  smh  a  work;   yet  the  ptlinoner 
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\\:\s  not  received  ihe  prmnisid  sujjport,  aiul  i^  wlioily  iifi;l<-f  fi  'I  ;  'Iliat 
under  similar  inducements  the  jx'titioner  was  led  l<>  preptrt;  ,ui<l  iiiihlisli 
a  pamphlet  entitled  'A  Short  View  of  the  West  India  (^uisu.^n/  \:,  ._ 
for  which  the  petitioner  rect-ived  the  sum  of  one  hundred  ):;iiiut;i-;,  which 
barely  covers  the  t-xpense  K)  which  the  petitioner  was  .sui)jc-(;i(,d  m  prmr- 
ing ; — That  the  house  will  perceive  the  petitioner  has  exerted  all  Ins 
powers  iu  aid  of  the  Colonial  cause,  and  of  this  Island  particulailv,  and 
hopes  that  the  house,  with  its  usual  liherality,  will  take  the  petiiiout-r'-i 
case  into  their  consideration,  and  honour  his  wife,  now  in  this  island, 
with  such  remuneration  as  the  house  may  consider  the  petit ioiu-r 
entitled  to." 

This  petition  lets  us  a  little  into  the  secret  of  West  Indian  publica 
tions  and  proceedings.  Mr.  Franklin,  disappointed  in  the  views  which 
had  carried  him  tirst  to  Jamaica  and  then  to  St.  Domin;j:o,  returned  to 
Eiiijland,  and  in  162.')  and  lbl6,  laboured  to  form  what  was  called  lh<; 
Haytian  Company.  And  such  was  the  eti'ect  of  his  representations, 
anil  those  of  a  Mr.  Hendrick,  concerning  the  agricultural,  comnurcial, 
and  mining  faculties  of  Hayti,  that  many  highly  respectable  ptrsons 
were  induced,  to  their  no  small  eventual  loss,  to  subscribe  to  ihis  com- 
pany. Mr.  Franklin  about  the  same  time  made  similar  representations 
to  Mr.  Canning,  which  (report  savs)  it  was  expected  might  have  issued 
in  his  appointment  as  Haytian  Consul.  Both  these  hopeful  projects 
miscarrying,  he  was  induced,  by  the  solicitations  of  the  West  India 
Committee,  and  their  promises  of  encouragement  and  support,  to 
yield  them  his  pen.  In  a  short  time  he  produced  an  octavo  volume, 
professing  to  be  "  a  faithful  description  "  of  Hayti,*  and  also  a  pam- 
phlet. What  these  works  are  few  people,  we  apprehend,  can  tell,  ex- 
cepting the  author  himself  and  his  employers,  who,  indeed,  stem  not 
to  have  valued  his  labours  at  any  very  high  rate ;  and  yet,  if  his  publi- 
cations are  to  be  estimated  by  the  benefit  derived  from  them  to  "  the 
Colonial  cause,"  thev  have  been  probably  overpaid  by  the  hundred 
guineas  awatxled  to  him. 

Our  readers  have  probably  forgotten  that  the  West  India  Committee 
are  in  the  habit  of  annually  levying  a  tax,  (a  pro-slavery  rent,)  on  all 
produce  imported  from  slave  colonies.  Its  amount  we  do  not  exactly 
know,  but  considering  the  rates  of  exaction,t  we  should  estimate  it  at 
about  f '20,000  a  year.  The  produce  of  this  tax,  or  rent,  be  it  more  or 
less,  is  placed,  as  a  kind  of  secret  service  money,  at  the  sole,  uncon- 
trouled  and  unexplained  disposal  of  the  West  India  Committee.  We 
should  like  very  much  to  see  an  account  of  its  appropriation ;  how 
much,  for  example,  has  gone  to  electioneering  purposes ;  how  much  to 
indemnify  libellers  ;  how  much  to  pay  for  Quarterly  and  other  Reviews: 

"  We  feel  some  curiosity  to  compare  the  letters  of  Mr.  Franklin  written  to 
Mr.  tiinninR  in  1825  or  1820,  with  •'  the  faithful  description"  of  Hiiyti,  pub- 
lished under  the  auspices  of  the  Uest  Indian  Coininittee,  in  l?>27.  -lit'  |"ir- 
piises  of  the  two,  it  is  true,  dilVered,  -ind  this  inij^ht  account  for  some  slight 
Tariations.  Hut  if  Mr.  Hume's  motion  of  last  session  shall  brinj^  tlie  corre- 
spondence i>;  .Mr.  I'ranklin  with  the  Foreign  Office  before  the  public,  we  shall 
not  be  surprised  to  discover  ntiw  and  strange  proofs  of  descriptive  fnlelity. 

t  See  for  these,  "  The  Slave  Colonies  of  Gretit  Britaia,"  fic.  p.  ".»9,  note. 
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and  how  much  for  weekly  and  daily  journals.  A  great  part  of  this 
knowledge  we  shall  probably  never  attain.  We  have  heard,  however,  of 
some  of  their  mercenaries  having  been  paid  on  so  much  more  liberal  a 
scale  than  Mr.  Franklin,  that  we  cannot  be  surprised  at  the  discontent 
which  that  gentleman  has  manifested.  Their  present  more  active  par- 
tizans  (for  the  Quarterly  Review  has,  of  late,  confined  itself  to  an  occa- 
sional growl  at  Sierra  Leone,)  ajjpear  to  be  Blackwood,  John  Bull,  the 
Morning  Journal  of  London,  and  the  Couriers  of  London  and  Glasgow. 
But  how  many  more  Journals  are  kept  silent  bv  the  mfluence  of  the  pro- 
slavery  rent,  it  may  be  less  easy  to  ascertain.*  Thus  shamefully  neglected 
by  the  West  India  Committee,  Mr.  Franklin  has  now  placed  his  hope  in 
the  known  liberality  of  the  Members  of  the  Assembly  of  Jamaica;  and 
without  doubt,  considering  the  sums  they  have  lavished  on  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Bridges,  Mr.  Alexander  Barclay,  Mr.  James  Macqueen,  &c.,  he  may 
very  fairly  make  his  appeal  to  their  consistency  for  a  large  vole  of  money. 
He  has  certainly  not  done  a  tenth  part  of  the  harm  to  their  cause  which 
has  been  effected  by  Mr.  Macqueen,  to  whom  the  Assembly,  in  the  fer- 
vour of  its  gratirudt',  voted  a  sum  of  3000  guineas. f  We  hope  they 
will  continue  to  bestow  their  bounty  on  equally  deserving  objects.  In 
the  meantime  it  is  a  satisfaction  to  see  that  that  part  of  tlie  public  press 
which  is  most  vehemently  embarked  in  the  defence  of  slavery,  and  most 
profuse  in  its  abuse  of  the  abolitionists,  is  also  the  most  vehemently 
opposed  to  every  measure  of  libLiality,  wbetV.er  commercial  or  political, 
as  well  as  the  most  outrageously  abusive  of  the  Duke  of  Wellington 
since  he  has  spoken  (whether  wisely  or  not,  we  leave  to  wiser  heads  to 
decide)  of  giving  peace  to  Ireland. 

We  cannot  help  thinking  that  the  West  India  Committee  have  be- 
haved lather  shabbily  to  the  Noble  Duke.  After  palming  upon  him  the 
dull  romance  of  Mr.  Franklin,  as  "  a  faithful  description"  of  Havti  — 
and  the  detected  impostures  of  Mr.  Barclay,  as  a  just  picture  of  West 
Indian  humanity  ;  they  now  permit  their  mercenary  journalists  to  take 
up  the  cudgels  for  Don  Miguel,  and  to  revile  the  Duke  himself  as  a 
traitor  to  his  kin:r  and  country. 


•  It  is  a  curious  fart,  that  wliilo  all  the  journal?  of  London,  and  throughout 
the  Kingdom  have  been  lillfd  with  details  of  the  Kdinhurgii  liorrors,  we  do  not 
believe  that  with  the  ex(  eption  ot  a  single  London  morning;  paper,  and  two  or 
three  other  London  pajiers,  the  sligiite-t  notice  has  been  taken  of  tlie  multiplied 
horrors  whirh,  on  I'arlianientary  authority,  the  Anti-Slavery  Keporters  iiave 
shown  to  have  taken  place,  and  to  be  even  now  proceeding  at  an  enormous  rate, 
in  our  c()lonial  possessions,  and  especially  in  the  Mauritius. 

t  Mr.  Macqueen  is  supposed  to  have  received  about  i.l.0,000  in  all  from  the 
"West  Indies,  partly  in  votes  of  monev  by  assemblies,  and  partly  in  public  sub- 
scriptions. He  has  since  become  the  joint  proprietor  of  a  large  body  of  .lilaves. 
and  is  now  therefore,  himself,  a  great  \\  est  Inclian  planter.  'Jhi.**  circumstance 
may  give  a  sharper  and  a  louder  tunc  to  his  vituperatioiis  ;  and  it  may  al.so  ren- 
der it  less  necessary  for  the  \\  est  Indian  body  to  fee  ad\o(  ates  so  highlv  as  it 
has  hitherlo  done.  However,  if  tlie  W  est  Indian  ('(iiiiniitt<e  shmiUi  on  this  ai  (ount 
think  of  economizing  tht  ir  funds,  as  Mr.  Franklin's  {ale  would  seem  to  intimate, 
a  substitute  may  be  found  by  some  at  least  of  that  committee's  mercenaries  in 
the  liberality  of  the  eulogists  of  L)on  Miguel,  and  of  the  furious  re\ilers  of  the 
Duke  of  Wellington.  The  Duke  will  learn  ere  long,  to  appreciate  both  them 
and  their  employers. 
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.i . Co  LO  M  A  L    St  A  t  I  ST  K"  s . 

In  the  Anti-Slavery  Kt'portf.T,  No.  19,  will  [,i-  foiinri  an  uh'^trart  of 
various  statistical  returns  n  (■eived  I'rotn  foiirt<eri  of  liiir  slave  < ulonies. 
In  the  last  scssicju  ot'  Parliainenl  rcliiriis  were  prodiK  cd  fioni  foiirinore, 
vi/.  Antisjua,  Mauritius,  .Mont3<rrat,  and  St.  [>iiria,  ( I'ajM-rs  of  ist  of 
April,  1S28,  No.  "204.)  These  we  shall  now  ahstract.  The  t  olnim  s 
which  have  as  yet  made  no  return  to  the  Orfier  of  the  House  of  ('(jni- 
mons  of  6th  June,  18"25,  are  Hermuda  and  the  Capo  of  CJood  Hojm-. 

1.    Antioua. 

The  custom-house  of  this  island  furnishes  no  means  of  ascertaiiiirii; 
the  export  and  import  of  slaves;  umpicsliouably  a  j^reat  ric>^lect. 

The  manumissions  crfecled  either  by  purchase  or  betjuest,  ficjm  tin; 
1st  of  January,  iS-2I,  to  the  end  of  1826,  six  years,  were  9.3'). 

The  marriiii^es  of  slaves  in  the  same  period  were  twenty-one,  almost  all 
of  them  by  Mr.  Curtin,  missionary  of  the  Conversion  Society.  This 
return,  however,  is  accompanied  by  a  letter  from  Thomas  Lane,  the  Co- 
lonial Secretary,  stating-,  "  that  there  is  no  existing- .law  in  chis  colony 
which  makes  marriages  between  slaves  a  civil  or  religious  contract,  nor 
any  law  to  prevent  the  separation  of  husband  and  wife." 

There  were  ten  slaves  escheated  to  the  Crown,  waiting  its  pleasure. 

The  number  of  slaves  sold  in  execution  in  Antigua,  in  these  six.  years, 
was  128.  The  price  for  which  they  were  sold  was  £.5774.  16^.  cur- 
rency, being  about  £45  currency  each,  or  £20.  Is.  sterling.  In  the 
same  period  28  slaves  were  seized  for  taxes,  and  sold  for  a  gross  sum 
of  £1031.  12s.,  being  £37  currency,  or  £16.  15s.  sterling  each. 

In  1821  the  free  black  and  coloured  population  was  1549  males,  and 
2346  females,  in  all,  3895.  There  has  been  no  census  since,  but  the 
number  manumitted  as  above,  without  reckoning  the  incr.ase  by  births, 
would  raise  the  number  to  4851. 

The  slave  population  in  1821  was  14,531  males,  16,533  females,  in 
all,  31,064  :   in  lb24,  14,225  males,  16,089  females,  in  all,  30,.J14. 

The  sums  raised  for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  in  the  above  six  years, 
amounted  to  £28,247.  10s.  currency,  or  about  £13,450  sterling.  But 
Ae  poor  are  all  white,  and  it  is  distinctly  stated  by  Archdeacon  Parry, 
that  "  there  are  no  free-coloured  or  black  paujjers  provided  fur  by  the 
parish  ;  nor  are  the  free-coloured  or  free  black's  taxed  for  the  sup|)ort  of 
the  poor.  Slaves  are  supported  by  their  owners."  The  number  of  pau- 
pers receiving  relief  is  211  whites. 

2.   Mauritil's. 

The  number  of  slaves  imported  into  the  Mauritius  from  .January  1  >*2  I , 
to  the  end  of  1826,  is  stated  to  have  been  1351  males,  and  5ir)  fcmiiles, 
in  all,  1867.  This,  however,  is  of  course  an  account  of  those  only  who 
passed  regularly  through  the  custom-house,  and  does  not  include  the 
vast  numbers  illicitly  imported.  The  slaves  exported  in  the  same  |>eriod 
were  299  males,  and  248  females,  in  all,  547. 

The  number  of  manumissions,  by  marriage,  fi-ft^the  1st  of  January 
1821,  to  the  30th  of  June  1826,  was  245;  by  bequest  or  oth.rwise. 
199  ;  in  all  444.  A  tax,  amounting  to  about  £25  sterling,  appears  to 
have  been  exacted  on  most  of  these  manumissions. 

Bv  law,  the  marriage  of  whites  with  bl.i'-ks  i?  severely  punishable.     H 


